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§1  Introduction 
Cases are the written opinions of a court on specific issues raised in a dispute. Opinions are 
generally issued only by appellate courts, not trial courts. 
 

A trial court is where most cases start in the state court system. Trial courts resolve disputes 
between parties by hearing each side of the case and making a decision based on the facts 
and the law.  
 
Appellate courts review the final decision of a lower court. If a party does not like the final 
decision from the lower court and thinks the judge made a legal mistake, they can file an 
appeal. An appellate court does not retry the case, take new evidence, or weigh the 
credibility of witnesses. The appeal must be based on the record created in the trial court. 
Generally, the appealing party must demonstrate that the trial court made a legal mistake. If 
there was a mistake, it also has to have been important enough that it could have made a 
difference to the outcome of the case. 
 

 
§2  Appellate Decisions 
Utah has two appellate courts: the Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court. The Supreme 
Court was established by the Utah Constitution1; the Court of Appeals was created in 1986.2  
Utah’s judiciary is described in detail in the Judiciary chapter of this guide. 
 
Utah’s appellate courts are required to issue their decisions in writing,3 unless the court finds 
the criteria for disposing of a matter without an opinion4 are met. The Utah Rules of Appellate 
Procedure allow citation to both published and unpublished decisions.5

 
 
§2.1  Print Sources of Appellate Decisions 
Reports of cases determined the supreme court of the Territory of Utah. Chicago: Callaghan & 
Co., 1876-1896, v.1-12 

Also known as Utah Reports. Cite as Utah.  
 

                                            
1 Utah Constitution, Art. VIII 
2 Utah Code Ann. §78-2a-1 et seq. 
3 Utah Rule of Appellate Procedure 30(c) 
4 Utah Rule of Appellate Procedure 31(b) 
5 Utah Rule of Appellate Procedure 30(f) 
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Reports of cases determined the supreme court of the State of Utah. Chicago: Callaghan & Co., 
1897-1853, v.13-123 

Also known as Utah Reports. Cite as Utah. 
 
Reports of cases decided the supreme court of the State of Utah, second series. St. Paul: West 
Publishing Co., 1953-1974, v.1-30 

Also known as Utah Reports, 2d. Cite as Utah 2d. 
 
Pacific Reporter. St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1883-1931.  

Volume 1-300. Cite as P. 
 
Pacific Reporter, Second Series. St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1931-1988.  

Volume 1-743. Cite as P.2d. 
 
West’s Pacific Reporter. St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1988- .  

2nd series v.744-v.999; 3rd series v.1- . Cite as P.2d or P.3d. 
 
Utah Reporter: cases decided in the Supreme Court : reported in Pacific reporter, second 
series. St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1974- .  

520 P.2d-532 P.2d (1974-1975)-740 P.2d-744 P.2d (1987-1988). Cite to Pacific Reporter. 
 
West’s Utah Reporter: cases decided in the Supreme Court : reported in Pacific reporter …. St. 
Paul: West Publishing Co. 1988- .  

745 P.2d-749 P.2d (1988) - . Cite to P.2d or P.3d. 
 
Utah Advance Reports. Orem: Code-Co, 1985- . Published every two weeks. 
 
 
§2.2  Online Sources of Appellate Decisions 
 
§2.2.1  Court Website 
Search for Utah appellate decisions (1997-current) by keyword on the court’s website at 
http://www.utcourts.gov/opinions/index.htm. 
 
§2.2.2  Lexis 
Database: UTCTS 
Coverage: 1861-current 
 
§2.2.3  Westlaw 
Database: UT-CS 
Coverage: 1861-current 
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§3  Citation Format 
 

Utah Supreme Court  
Standing Order No. 4 

(As to citation form for published opinions released on or after 1/1/1999) 
Effective January 18, 2000 

 
Effective March 1, 2000, the initial citation of any published opinion of the Utah Supreme Court or the 
Utah Court of Appeals, released on or after January 1, 1999, in any brief, table of cases in the brief, 
memorandum, or other document filed in the Utah Supreme Court or the Utah Court of Appeals, shall 
include the case name, the year the opinion was issued, identification of the court that issued the opinion 
(UT of Utah Supreme Court and UT App for the Utah Court of Appeals), and the sequential number 
assigned to the opinion by the respective court. Citation to specific portions of the opinion shall be made 
by reference to the paragraph numbers assigned by the court. A comma and then a paragraph symbol(¶) 
should be placed immediately following the sequential number assigned to the case. Subsequent 
citations within the brief, document, or memorandum should include the paragraph number and sufficient 
references to identify the initial citation. Initial citations shall also include the volume and initial page 
number of the Pacific Reporter in which the opinion is published. When an opinion is in slip form awaiting 
inclusion in a Pacific Reporter volume, the slip opinion form should be used. A pinpoint citation is not 
required in the parallel citation to the Pacific Reporter since the paragraph numbers assigned by the court 
are included in the Pacific Reporter version. Likewise, it is not necessary to include the year the case was 
published since that will be evident from the initial citation. 
 
Examples of an initial citation to a Utah Supreme Court opinion or a Utah Court of Appeals opinion issued 
on or after January 1, 1999, using fictitious decisions, would be as follows: 
 
Before publication in Utah Advanced Reports: 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT 16.  Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT App 16. 
 
Before publication in Pacific Reporter but after publication in Utah Advance Reports: 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT 16, 380 Utah Adv. Rep. 24. 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT App 16, 380 Utah Adv. Rep. 24. 
 
After publication in Pacific Reporter: 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT 16, 998 P.2d 250. 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT App 16, 998 P.2d 250. 
 
Examples of a pinpoint citation to a Utah Supreme Court opinion or a Utah Court of Appeals opinion 
issued on or after January 1, 1999, would be as follows: 
 
Before publication in Utah Advance Reports: 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT 16, ¶21. 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT App 16, ¶21. 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT App 16, ¶¶21-25. 
 
Before publication in Pacific Reporter but after publication in Utah Advance Reports: 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT 16, ¶21, 380 Utah Adv. Rep. 24. 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT App 16, ¶21, 380 Utah Adv. Rep. 24. 
 
After publication in Pacific Reporter: 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT 16, ¶21, 998 P.2d 250. 
Smith v. Jones, 1999 UT App 16, ¶21, 998 P.2d 250. 
 
If the immediately preceding authority is a post-January 1, 1999, opinion, cite to the paragraph number: 
Id. at ¶15. 
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§4  Appellate Briefs 
Briefs are the written arguments of parties stating the reasons why the appellate court should 
rule in their favor. Briefs submitted in other appeals can be helpful:  
 

Briefs can be used as examples of what your brief should look like.  
Utah Rules of Appellate Procedure 24 specifies the content of briefs, and URAP 27 governs 
the form of briefs, including paper size, typeface, binding, and cover color. Remember that 
the arguments in a brief are specific to that appeal, and may not apply to your situation.  
 
Briefs can also be used as a legal research tool.  
They contain legal arguments designed to persuade the court by analyzing legal issues and 
citing legal sources. If you have found decisions of the Utah Supreme Court or Utah Court of 
Appeals that are similar to your case, library staff can help you look up the briefs to see what 
those parties argued. 

 
 
§4.1  Finding Briefs 
Briefs are organized by appellate case number, which you’ll find near the top of the court’s 
opinion. Examples: 
 

Court of Appeals  Supreme Court 
860123 CA   930158 

 
Utah appellate briefs are available at the following Utah libraries: 
 
Utah State Law Library 
450 S. State Street, Rm. W-13  
Salt Lake City 
801-238-7990 
http://www.utcourts.gov/lawlibrary/ 

Supreme Court  1961-current  
Court of Appeals  1986-current 

 
Utah State Archives 
300 S. Rio Grande St. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84101-1182 
801-533-3535 
http://archives.utah.gov/ 

Supreme Court  1888–1961  
 
 
 
 
 

Brigham Young University  
Howard W. Hunter Law Library  
BYU Campus, Provo 
801-422-3593 
http://www.law2.byu.edu/Law_Library/ 

Not comprehensive 
Supreme Court  1895-current 
Court of Appeals  1986-current 

 
University of Utah  
S.J. Quinney Law Library 
332 South 1400 East 
University of Utah Campus, Salt Lake City 
801-581-6438 
http://www.law.utah.edu/sjqlibrary/ 

Not comprehensive 
Supreme Court  1895-current 
Court of Appeals  1986-current 

 
§5  Historical Supreme Court Resources 
Abstracts & briefs (typed). Utah Supreme Court, 1885-[ongoing]. (Series 18079)  
Held by the Utah State Archives. 

Original abstracts and briefs filed in cases before the Utah Supreme Court. 
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Abstracts & briefs (printed). Utah Supreme Court, 1888-[ongoing]. (Series 01489) 
Held by the Utah State Archives. 

Original abstracts and briefs filed in cases before the Utah Supreme Court which were 
typeset and printed. 

 
Case files. Utah Supreme Court, 1870-[ongoing]. (Series 01470) 
Held by Utah State Archives 

From Archives’ description: 
Assorted case files, and pieces of case files, heard in the Supreme Court. Beginning in 1907, 
the Court was required to remit appeals back to the lower court from which they came (L. 
1907, ch. 161). Documents from the lower courts should, thus, be sought in the records of 
the lower courts, rather than in the records of the Supreme Court, even though the Supreme 
Court would have reviewed the lower court's records. 

 
Minute books. Utah Supreme Court, 1859-1987. (Series 25964) 
21 volumes; 11 microfilm reels. Print volumes 3-21 (1889-1997) held by the Utah State 
Archives. 

Abstract record of the daily proceedings of the Utah Supreme Court. Indexed by Supreme 
Court Minute Book Indexes. 

 
Minutes. Utah Supreme Court, 1861; 1943-1945. (Series 01458) 

Brief summary of court activities. Records held by the Utah State Archives. 
 
Opinions. Utah Supreme Court, 1886-current. (Series 01487)  
Opinions in manuscript form. Records held by the Utah State Archives. 

From Archives’ description: 
This series contains the typed, signed copies of opinions of the justices of the Utah Supreme 
Court. Opinions show the date of filing, name and signature of authoring justice, case title, 
case number, and the text of the opinion. Opinions are the written decisions of the Court.  

 
Registers of actions. Utah Supreme Court, 1861-1985. (Series 25937) 
34 volumes; 17 microfilm reels. Print volumes 3-34 (1900-1985) held by the Utah State 
Archives. 
 
 
§6  Digests 
A digest is a subject index to cases. Utah does not have its own digest; see Pacific Digest for 
Utah case references. 
 
Clesson S. Kinney, Kinney’s index digest of the Reports of the Supreme Court of Utah, volumes 
1 to 25, also containing the Utah cases reported in the Pacific Reporter up to and including 
volume 70, and all cases reported in the United States Supreme Court Reports appealed from 
the Utah court, with a table of statutes construed, and table of cases giving references to the 
Pacific Reporter, and the United States Supreme Court Reports, and containing annotations 
showing the history of each case (1903). 
 
Judson S. Rumsey, A digest of the decisions of the Supreme court of Utah, reported in volumes 
1 to 36 inclusive. Together with cross-references, affirmances and reversals by the United 
States Supreme court, parallel citations to the National reporter system and Morrison's mining 
reports, list of forms found in the opinions, table of cases and court rules (1912). 
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Shepard’s Utah classified topical index: a classified index to Utah cases, including Utah reports, 
vols. 37-67 ; Pacific reporter, vols. 106-248, arranged to conform to the American digest system. 
New York: The Frank Shepard Co., 1928. With 1937 cumulative supplement. 

West’s topic and key numbers. 
 
Pacific digest: covering all cases reported in Pacific Reporter volumes 1-300 and all of the 
Pacific states reports from the earliest times. St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1932-1933. 
 
Pacific Digest … covering Pacific reporter 1-100. Second series, as well as corresponding 
cases in the reports of the Pacific states. St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1940-41. 
 
West’s Pacific Digest, beginning v.101 P.2d. St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1962-1972. 
 
West’s Pacific Digest, beginning v.367 P.2d. St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1979-1989. 
 
West’s Pacific Digest, beginning v.585 P.2d. St. Paul: Thomson/West, 1990- . 
 
Utah Index: “Utah’s Quick Index to Current Cases”, Orem: Code-Co, 1985-1993. 

No longer published. 
 
 
§7  Citators and Indexes 
Citators are used for finding cases and for ensuring they are still good law. 
 
Shepard’s Utah citations: cases and statutes, 4th ed. Colorado Springs: LexisNexis, 1990- . 
 
Shepard’s Pacific Reporter citations. Colorado Springs: LexisNexis, 1994- . 
 
Lexis offers an online version of Shepard’s citator service. 
 
Westlaw’s online citation service is called KeyCite. 
 
 
§7.1  Historical 
Shepard’s Utah citations: a compilation of all citations of Utah cases, the Constitution, the 
Compiled Laws of 1907 and subsequent session laws found in the Utah Reports, the Pacific 
Reporter, the United States Supreme Court Reports and the Federal Reporter, including 
references to Utah cases found in the notes to the Lawyers’ Reports annotated (First and New 
Series) and Cyc. New York: The Frank Shepard Company, 1915. 

v.1-43 Utah Reports, 1-147 Pacific Reporter, 1-234 United States Supreme Court Reports, 1-
58 Lawyers’ Edition of the Untied States Supreme Court Reports, 1-34 Supreme Court 
Reporter, 1-222 Federal Reporter, 1-70 Lawyers’ Reports Annotated, 1-55 Lawyers’ Reports 
Annotated (New Series) and 1-40 Cyclopedia of Law and Procedure. 

 
Utah & Pacific blue book. St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1928. 

Cross-reference citations to Utah Reports and Pacific Reports. 
 
Utah blue and white book: state reports showing volume and page of Pacific Reporter (blue 
section) ; Pacific Reporter showing volume and page of State Reports (white section). 
St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1956-1974. 
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v.3-v.123 Utah Reports; v.1-v.30 Utah Reports 2d; v.1-300 Pacific Reports; v.1-448 Pacific 
Reports 2d. 
Cross-reference citations to Utah Reports and Pacific Reports. 
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